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Attacking the Orc captain who controls the portal in order to free the Troll; accepting the mission to hunt down the Hobbits in the wooded area and cut down an entire squad of Orcs in order to persuade Uruk-hai to relinquish the weapons they're carrying; or choosing to ignore the arrival of
several fighting Uruk and turn to the wagon as its occupants attempt to escape -- there's a lot that can go wrong when you're playing Shadow of Mordor. And when you're down, it's easy to die. Many of your weapons are slow to reload, so you can't simply start reloading in order to survive a
trap. While fighting, Talion needs to be careful not to over-commit his resources to the wrong target. If Talion chooses poorly and lets the battle's momentum swing too far in one direction, a dead goblin could be followed by 30 yards of game-over. Still, the worst case scenario of dying is not
as bad as the first time I spent in Shadow of Mordor . The narrator of the game, a young boy who died and came back, told me Shadow of Mordor had helped him confront his death. It might seem weird to be told a video game can help a dead kid see the afterlife, but the game expertly used
the horrifying ordeal of the narrator's death to hook the player. There are several instances throughout the game where Talion must fight a group of giant, leather-skinned Orcs, and you will need to know how to survive them. You begin with a backup knife, a hair-trigger Grappling Hook that

can carry you across a gap from one wall to another, and your wraith abilities, which allow you to call on the spirit of the dead for attack power and replenish your health.
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For the most part, Shadow of Mordor's level design is tight. Unlike Arkham City's sprawling
districts, the world of Gorgoth is comparatively small, but that's also where the most exciting

areas are found. Some of these areas, like the Ring-wraiths' tavern, feel a little too familiar, but it's
still fascinating to watch your wraith engulf two foes as they push each other off the edge of a
building. Sometimes you need to sneak through a section of a city in order to access a hidden

temple. Sometimes, you need to get to the top of a ridiculously tall structure in order to uncover
what lies above. Perhaps my favorite nemesis, though, is a tragedy, because like everyone else,

he is sentenced to die. When you encounter the 'why?' that asks to be answered, Shadow of
Mordor conjures a moment of profound dread. This is the point where the game gets sticky,

because the quest for a more satisfying narrative is too strong to ignore. I encountered the 'why?'
many times while playing, and each time I pressed on, hoping the new answer would lead to a
happier ending. The game offers an answer early on that feels authentic in the context of the

Middle-earth milieu, and I can't talk about that because spoilers. I knew that Shadow of Mordor
would have to satisfy my love of lore; after all, I hope to draw from the same well of allusions in a
future Shadow game. So it was a disappointment when I was presented with a different solution to
the story. I briefly returned to the game's impressive graphics, but when I turned my gaze back to

what I could see, I found a shallow romp that had no connection to the rest of the game. I've
already talked about the Uruk's nagging; in fact, the Uruk's actions have a corrosive effect on your

relationship with everything else. To wit, Talion rarely offers any commentary on the horrors he
sees; if he does, he usually only murmurs unhelpful things like, "the Uruks are cruel," "we're all

being treated like animals," or "the land is cursed. 5ec8ef588b
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